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Forward 

 

Starting school will be the first big change in the life of your child. Up to this your child has felt safe and 

secure with you in the home and family but is now facing the wider world of classroom and school. This may 

seem a big step for someone so small but most children manage it without any great fuss or stress - and in 

fact take to it like ducks to water. 

  

However, it is also a time when parents and teachers should take special care to ensure that the transition 

from home to school is as smooth as possible. If the child’s first experience of school is one of happy 

involvement, a very good foundation will have been laid for fruitful school years ahead. 

  

It is important too, particularly during the first year that parents understand what the aims of the school are, 

as many may be expecting too much in the way of academic achievement. 

  

We know from experience that parents are very anxious to help in any way possible. We have, therefore, 

included some ideas for the home, which should stimulate the child’s interest and nurture their desire to 

know more. 

  

With these aims in mind we have put together this little booklet as a general guide for parents. It deals 

briefly with the period before your child comes to school and their introductory stage in Junior Infants. We 

trust you will find it helpful and that your child will be happy and fulfilled with us. 
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Letter of Welcome from the Principal 

 

On behalf of our Board of Management and the staff of the school, I would like to welcome 

you to Scoil Bhríde National School, Straffan. I hope that you find this booklet useful as you 

prepare to send your child to our school this September. It is intended to provide you with 

an introduction to all aspects of school life. 

 

We hope to get to know you, our parents, as well as we get to know your children. We, as a 

staff, intend to work very closely with you, our new parent body, over these exciting years in 

our school. Together we hope to develop a warm, friendly and inclusive atmosphere and a 

vibrant school community with the joint aim of providing the best possible education for all 

the children in the school. 

 

A high level of parental involvement will be a feature of our school. This of course requires a 

commitment from you as a parent to become involved in the life of the school. We know 

that once you become involved here, you will realise the value of this for yourself, your child 

and our school. Be assured that you will always be welcome. 

 

I look forward to getting to know you and your children, 

 

 
Caroline Colleran 

 
School Principal 
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Our School Ethos  

 
The SCHEDULE of a Catholic School 

  
  

A Roman Catholic School (which is established in connection with the Minister) aims at 

promoting the full and harmonious development of all aspects of the person of the pupil: 

intellectual, physical, cultural, moral and spiritual, including a living relationship with God 

and with other people. 

  

The school models and promotes a philosophy of life inspired by belief in God and in the life, 

death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

  

The Catholic school provides Religious education for the pupils in accordance with the 

doctrines, practices and tradition of the Roman Catholic Church and promotes the 

formation of the pupils in the Catholic Faith. 
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Getting Ready for Learning 

  

Children are natural learners. They have an inbuilt curiosity and an eagerness to know more about 

everything – about themselves, about others and about the world around them. And they learn fast 

– but only when they are ready and their interest is aroused. 

  

Because they come to us so young we must guard against putting pressure on them to learn what 

they are not yet ready for. Demanding too much too soon can switch a child off completely. At the 

same time we must cultivate readiness so that they can get moving as soon as possible. 

  

The rates of progress of children can vary greatly. We try to give them an opportunity to move 

ahead at their own pace or as near to it as possible. 

  

Our first year in school therefore, is mainly about settling in, relating to others, making friends, 

feeling happy and gradually getting used to the routine of the school. On the learning side the 

emphasis is on getting children ready for learning by : 

·         Developing their oral language and expression. 

·         Sharpening their senses, especially seeing, hearing and touching. 

·         Developing physical co-ordination especially of hand and fingers. 

·         Extending their concentration span and getting them to listen attentively. 

·         Learning through play – the most enjoyable and effective way. 

·         Co-operating with the teacher and other children. 

·         Performing tasks by themselves. 

·         Working with others and sharing with them. 

·         Teaching each child to accept the general order, which is necessary for the class to work well. 
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Preparation for school 

 Before Your Child Starts… 

You should ensure that they are as independent as possible - physically, emotionally and socially. If 

they can look after themselves in these areas they will feel secure and confident and settle in readily. 

Parents can do so much to help their child prepare for school. This preparation should begin some 

months before the child starts school and should be carried out gradually. 

The following may help your child to prepare. 

It would be very helpful if your child is able to: 

● Button and unbutton a coat and hang it up.  

● Fasten/tie their own shoes—Velcro fasteners are very handy! 

● Share toys and playthings with others and take turns. 

● Tidy up and put away playthings. 

● Use a tissue when necessary. 

● Use the toilet without help and manage trouser buttons. 

● In light of Covid 19 personal hygiene and cleanliness will be more important than 

ever.  Each child should have tissues and hand gel in their hygiene bag and practice 

with your child the correct method for handwashing and coughing and sneezing 

etiquette.  Your child should know how to flush the toilet and wash hands without 

having to be told. 
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More helpful tips 

● Children must bring in healthy lunches every day and Friday is treat day. On this day children 

may bring in one treat size piece of food. Please refer to our website for our healthy eating 

policy which provides a list of the foods and drinks allowed in school. Please note that nuts 

or nut items are not allowed in the school due to allergies. 

● It is a good idea to have a small lunch box with little break and a separate box for their main 

lunch. Children should be able to open and close all boxes and items of food independently. 

(No Frubes please!) 

● Books are collected on the first day of school and kept in the classroom. Please write your 

child’s name on the front cover of books and copies, and not on the inside. 

● Children should be able to recognise their own name on books and belongings. 

●  It would be great if your child could attempt to write their own name as this will really boost 

their confidence in the early days of school. If practising at home please use a capital letter at 

the start of their name and the rest should be in lower case letters. 

● It is also the policy of Scoil Bhríde not to distribute birthday party invitations for any 

child. We do this so that our staff are not put in the uncomfortable position of having 

to explain why not all classmates may be invited to birthday parties. Please respect 

our policy on this matter. 
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The Big Day 

Normally on the first morning of school, the children line up at the door outside the Junior Infant 

classrooms at 10am. However this year with the current Covid 19 pandemic, we are awaiting  

guidance from the Department of Education and Skills about the reopening of schools and the 

structures that we will be required to put in place.  When we have these details, we will be in touch 

via our school app, school website and email.  We hope to hold our Junior Infant Induction Day on 

the 31st August.  Times will follow in August in advance of this day.  

On the first day of school, be as casual as you can when you arrive at the school. Assure your child 

that you will be back shortly, say goodbye and leave without delay.  

Tell your children about school beforehand, and talk about it as a happy place where there will be a 

big welcome and they will meet lots of new friends. 

Please remember to have a name label on everything that your child owns. This is really important. 

Timetable for August  / September 2020 

First Day of School 
 

Children start at 10 am and go home at 12.15pm 

Week 1 and 2: 
 

Children commence school at 9.20am and go 
home at 12.15pm 

Week 3 :  
 

Children commence school at 9.20am and go 
home at 1.15pm 

Week 4: 
 

Normal school times will apply 9.20am-2.00pm 

It is very important that your child is on time for school and collected on time after school 

every day. 
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A Typical School Day  
 

Prior to Covid -19 school closure, this represents the typical timetable of our 

school day at Scoil Bhríde National School 

School  commences 9.20am (first day is 10am) 

Junior Small break (JI-2nd) 
Senior Small Break (3rd-6th) 

10.50-11.00am 
11.05-11.15am 

Junior Lunch (JI-2nd) 
Senior Lunch (3rd- 6th) 

12.25 – 12.55pm 
1.00-1.30pm 

Home time for Infants * 2.00pm 

Home time 1st – 6th  3.00pm 

 

Handling the Upset Child  

In spite of the best efforts of both teacher and parents a small number of children will still 

become upset. If your child happens to be one of them don’t panic. Patience and perseverance 

can work wonders. 

 

A Word of Advice 

● Trust the teacher. They are experienced and resourceful and are used to coping with all 

kinds of starting –off problems. 

● Try not to show any outward signs of your own distress. Sometimes the parents are 

more upset than the child and are the main cause of their anxiety. 
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● When you have reassured them, leave 

as fast as possible. The teacher can 

distract and humour them more easily 

when you are not around. 

● Check back discreetly in a short while. 

You will invariably find that calm has 

been restored. 

● You must be firm from the start. Even if 

a child is upset you must insist that they 

stay for a short time-even ten minutes. They must never feel that they are winning 

the psychological battle of wills. 

 

As Time Goes on… 

Children need plenty of rest after the effort and excitement of a day at school. You should ensure 

that your child gets to bed early and has a good night’s sleep. 

● When they have settled in and hopefully, look upon school as a “home from home”, do 

continue to show interest in their daily adventures. Give them an ear if they want to tell you 

things-but don’t pester them with questions. 

● Your child will start to get Homework after Halloween.  The expected time for homework is 

outlined in our Homework Policy.  A weekly note will be sent via your child’s Homework 

Folder.  This folder also acts as a communication folder between home and school. 

● Mind that you take some of their “stories” with a pinch of salt. 

● If your child’s progress is slow do not compare them adversely with other children while your 

child is listening. Loss of self-esteem can be very damaging to your child. 

● Be careful too about criticising the class teacher in their presence. Remember that they are 

their parent figure while your child is at school and for their own well being it is important 

that your child has a good positive image of them. 

● This last caution applies to the image of the school as well. Your child’s school is always “the 

greatest”-whatever its faults. 

● Your child is not going to be a model of perfection all the time-thankfully. You should try to 

have patience with your child’s shortcomings and praise for their achievements. 

● Children often “forget” or relay messages incorrectly, so please, check your child’s bag each 

night for notes. 
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The School Year 
School opens on Monday, 31st August at 9.20am (Junior Infants Induction Day time to 

be confirmed) 

 
There are three terms in each school year. This year they are: 

 
Term 1  Monday, 31st August 2020 – Tuesday, 22nd December 2020 

 
Term 2  Wednesday, 06th January 2021 – Friday, 26th March, 2021 

 
Term 3  Monday, 12th April 2021 – Wednesday, 30th June 2021 

 

 
Mid-Term Breaks: 26th October 2019 – 30th October, 2020 inclusive 

18th – 22nd February 2021 inclusive 

 
Bank Holidays:  St. Patrick’s Day, School Closed Wednesday, 17th March 2021 

May Bank Holiday, School Closed Fri 30th April - Tuesday 04th May 

2021 (inclusive)  

June Bank Holiday, School Closed Friday 4th June, - Tuesday 8th June 

(inclusive) 

 

 
A detailed calendar of exact dates is included in this pack. It can also be viewed on our 

school app or website www.straffanschool.com  

http://www.straffanschool.com/
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School Booklist & Materials to be 

bought 

 
English 
 
 
Handwriting 
 
Maths 
 
Gaeilge 
 
Religion 
 
SESE 
 
Music 
 
Also Required 

 Jolly Phonics Pupil Book 1 Junior Infants (black & white book) 

 Rainbows Oral Language Programme Response Book (CJ Fallon) 

 Go With the Flow A (Pack) and Go With the Flow B (Pack) (CJ Fallon 

 Operation Maths Junior Infants (Edco) 

 

 *School Provides all Bua na Cainte material 
 

 Grow in Love Pupil Workbook Junior Infants (Veritas) 
 

 Explorers Junior Infants (Folens) 

 *School Provides all Music material 

 

 An old T-Shirt for Art Class 

*Provided by the school book rental scheme 

Copies / Books 
 
 
 
 
 Stationery 

4 x 15A Project Book 

1 x B2 Handwriting Copy   
1 Plain Day Book  
3 Junior Writing Copy   

1 Twistables (Crayola) 12pk  
3 Pencils (Staedtler) 
2 Claw Grips 
2 Erasers  
1 Pencil Parer (double parer for big and small pencils)  
10 Whiteboard Markers  
1 Whiteboard Sponge 

2 Whiteboards (with lines)  
5 Glue Sticks 
1 Zip folder  
2 Plastic Envelope Folder   
1 Scissors (if left handed scissors is required please telephone Maynooth Bookshop 
PH 01 6286702)  

Children should have pencils, rubber, parer, and colouring pencils/ crayons in school every day. 

All workbooks and sundries that are required for Junior Infants are available in the accompanying 
Booklist.  This is also available on our school app.  We have provided a direct link to Maynooth Bookshop 
so parents can buy the necessary items directly and these will be delivered free of charge to your home. 

 

All books should be clearly labelled on the outside 

In the interest of personal hygiene, please ensure that each child has a packet of tissues and hand gel stored 

in a zip lock bag. 
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Junior Infant School Book Rental Scheme 

The following books are available to your child as part of our school Book rental 
Scheme.  As everyone is expected to participate in the School Book Rental, these    
books do not need to be purchased. 

 

Cost owed to the school for School Book Rental: €40.00 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Book Rental Scheme 2020/2021 – Participation Form 

I have read and agree to the arrangements for participation in the School Book Rental Scheme. I 
wish to have my child avail of the scheme in the year 2020/2021. 

Child’s Name:   

Class (Sept 20)  

Fee Enclosed:       Junior  Infant – 6th Class: €40         

Signed:  

Amount Enclosed: 

 

 

Subject Book Price 
English 1 Year Teaching Supply of PM Readers 

Oral Language Programme 
€60 
€5 

Gaeilge Bua na Cainte €5 
SESE Explorers €5 
Total Value of Books and E-books & Site Licence Scheme €75 

Owed to the 
school 

Cost of the above via Book Rental Scheme €40 
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Uniform 
 

Boys       Girls 

Navy jumper     Navy jumper/ cardigan 

Blue shirt and navy tie    Blue blouse and navy tie 

Navy trousers     Navy trousers/ skirt/ pinafore 

Black Shoes      Black Shoes 

P.E. uniform: 

Navy tracksuit, blue polo shirt and runners. 

The school tracksuit may be worn on P.E. days only. 

 

Uniform available from: 

Q & M Menswear, Main St. Clane, (045)892485  

The Uniform Warehouse, end of Main Street, Maynooth, (01) 610 6498  

Scoil Bhríde have “Iron on/ Sew on” crests available for sale through the school 

office.  Cost of Crests are €5 for one or 3 Crests for €12 and are available from 

our school secretary Mandy. 
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School Management Structure 
 

Scoil Bhríde, Straffan will operate under the Rules for National Schools which are drawn up 

by the Minister for Education (www.education.ie) The Department of Education and Science 

(DES) provides a percentage of funding and pays teachers' salaries. The DES Inspectors 

monitor the implementation of the curriculum in the school. 

 

National schools are managed by a Board of Management which is set up according to 

Departmental guidelines with elected parent and teacher representatives, nominees of the 

Patron and members from the wider community. In the case of Scoil Bhríde, our current 

Board of Management was constituted in December 2019 and will be reconstituted this 

November. 

 

The Board is responsible for the appointment of teachers and of other staff and for the day-

to-day management of the school including heating, cleaning and maintenance of the 

building. 

 

The Board is also responsible for ensuring that the finances necessary for running the school 

are available. As outlined above, the DES provides a percentage of funding and the Board of 

Management must provide the remainder of the costs. This money is raised in a variety of 

ways, including regular fund-raising by parents. 

 
The Board of Management 

 
Chairperson:   Patricia O’ Brien  

Community Nominee/ Treasurer:   Tara Goodwin 

Community Nominee:   Gavin Lawlor 

Patrons’ nominee:   John Malone 

Parents’ Nominee (male):   Seamus Hussey 

Parents’ Nominee (female):   Gemma Skelly 

Teachers’ Nominee:   Mairead Mangan 

Principal:   Caroline Colleran  

 

School Roll Number:   18644U 

http://www.education.ie/
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Absences 

 
• All absences must be explained to the class teacher in writing or through 

direct communication with the class teacher.  There is a facility on the 

School App to inform the school of your child’s absence from school. 

 

• As a school we abide by the Education and Welfare Act 2000. Under this act 

if a child is absent for more than twenty days a report must be sent by the 

school to TUSLA, the Child & Family agency. 

 

• We urge parents not to book holidays or trips abroad during term time. This 

practice has a very bad effect on the education and well-being of your child 

in school and is very disruptive of your child's learning. Teachers will not be 

providing educational work for children missing school time due to family 

holidays. 
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Communication 

 

● It is important for you as parents, for your child and for us at Scoil Bhríde to have 
good communication with each other. If you have any queries, problems or concerns 
regarding your child please contact your child's teacher to make an appointment to 
meet him/her. lt is not always possible for a class teacher to meet you ‘on the spot’ 
so in order for both teacher and parent to get the most out of such a meeting please 
contact the school in advance so arrangements can be made to free up the teacher 
to meet you and give you the attention and the privacy you may need. 

 
● When making an appointment please indicate the nature of your concern so that the 

teacher can be prepared to deal accurately with the issue. 
 

● ln addition, if there is a change in home circumstance (illness, separation or anything 
that you feel may affect your child) please let your child’s teacher know. We assure 
you of our utmost sensitivity in the matter. 

 
● Please check your child’s school bag regularly as important information is sent home 

in their homework folder.  
 

● Text-a-Parent: Urgent information is communicated to your nominated mobile 
phone. It is your responsibility to supply us with this number, if you are unable to do 
so you will not be included in this service. Remember to let us know if you change 
this number so that we can update our records. 

 
● We at Scoil Bhríde launched our School App in September 2018 and this has 

modernised our communication method with parents. It gives immediate 
notifications of information and notices on your mobile phone and reduces the need 
for notes. Details of the downloading process are available from the office. 

 
● Newsletters, information for parents, class photographs and school gallery are all 

available to be seen on our website www.straffanschool.com  

 
  

http://www.straffanschool.com/
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The Curriculum 

 

The curriculum of Scoil Bhríde National School, like that of all Primary Schools 
in the Republic of Ireland, is laid down by the Department of Education and 
Science.  
 
Scoil Bhríde aims to create a warm and stimulating environment so that each 
child may work towards realising his/her highest potential. In cooperation with 
parents, the school will work to instil feelings of self-confidence, self-
awareness and self-respect in the children. 
 
Within the parameters of the Primary School Curriculum, the objectives are as 
follows: 
 
• The achievement of academic excellence for each child according to his/her 

individual potential. 
 
• The promotion of cultural enrichment. 
 
• There are 12 subjects in the curriculum that are taught at every level in the 

school. All subjects are taught in this school. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 subjects: 
Irish, English, Maths 

History, Geography, Science (SESE) 
Music, Visual Arts, Drama (Arts Education) 

Physical Education (PE) 
Social, Personal and Health Education (SPHE) 

Religious Education (RE) 

All subjects taught at all levels. 

Copies of the Primary School Curriculum available at www.ncca.ie and public libraries.  

THE CURRICULUM 
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Parental Involvement 

 

Parents have a range of talents, abilities and skills that have the potential to enrich and 

extend the educational opportunities provided for the children. Parents may participate in 

and make a valuable contribution to the school at every level, including: 

 

• Going forward for election to the Board of Management 

• Becoming a member of other committees e.g., a Parents Association, or a School 

Community Development Committee 

• Fundraising 

• Participating in working groups 

• Giving time to share a hobby, skill or interest during school hours in association with 

class teachers and the Principal 

• Helping the Principal and Teachers with extracurricular activities, art, library etc. 

whenever possible. 

• Gardening 

• Suggesting and getting involved in interesting projects for the children. 

• Supporting initiatives in subject areas organised by the school during themed weeks, e.g. 

Seachtain na Gaeilge, Literacy Week, Maths & Engineering (STEM) Week.  

 

In line with our Child Safeguarding Statement, all parents must be Garda Vetted through the 

school if they wish to get involved.   

If you would like to offer your time or service to our school, please make yourself known to 

the school Principal, Mrs. Colleran, your child’s class teacher or the Parents Association. 

 

Parents Association Representative: Karen Glennon (Chairperson) 

Treasurer: Ramon Massey;  Secretary: Keeva McQuaid 
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Scoil Bhríde School Rules 
 
Mission Statement 
Scoil Bhríde, Straffan National School is committed to developing the individual pupils in a 
secure and challenging learning environment. 
  
The school recognises the rights of the child and the rights of all those involved in the school 
to be safe in school and to be treated with respect and sensitivity at all times. All those 
involved in the school and the wider community have a responsibility to ensure this and to 
work together to achieve it, recognising the guidance offered by existing information on 
best practice. 
 

 
 
Scoil Bhríde, Straffan NS have agreed rules on which the class and playground rules are 
based. These are detailed in our Code of Behaviour Policy. These can be summed up as 
6 Golden Rules: 
 
1.         We listen.  
2.         We are gentle.  
3.         We are honest.  
4.         We are kind.  
5.         We work hard.  
6.         We look after property and each other.  
 
These 6 “Golden Rules” will be the main rules used in the school. Rules apply during 
school-time and during all school related activities. 
 
Class Rules 
At the beginning of each academic year, the class teacher will draft a list of class rules 
with the children, based on the “Golden Rules”. Class rules will be kept to a minimum 
and are devised with regard for the health, safety and welfare of all members of the 
school community.  Where possible they emphasise positive behaviour (e.g. ‘Walk’ 
and not, ‘Don’t run’).  

 
Our School Playground Rules are: 
 
1. We take care of each other 

2. We ask children on their own to join in 

3. We play safely and fairly at all times 
4. We listen with respect to the adults on duty 
5. We stop playing ball and line up when the bell goes 
6. We keep our playground litter free 
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Health Matters 
 
Like most other Primary Schools, Scoil Bhríde National School is under the 
administration of the Health Service Executive. Childhood vaccinations and screening tests 
for sight, hearing and dental problems may be offered to your child whilst attending the 
school. You will be asked to sign a consent form before any health test or intervention. 
 
If your child has a particular problem in any of these areas, they can be referred to the 
Health Centre for treatment. 
 
Head Lice 
No matter how careful you are about your child's hair, there is still a chance that it can 
become infested with head-lice if he/she comes in contact with other children. It is part of 
school life! 
 
Please check your child's hair regularly. lt is very important that you inform your child’s 
teacher immediately if you find head-lice, as they are highly contagious. We will 
immediately notify all parents to check their children's hair. 
 
Health Problems 
lf your child has a particular health problem such as allergies, asthma, diabetes etc., you 
should advise the school. The school should be made aware of the name and address of 
your family doctor. Forms are available on the school App for completion. 
 
If your child needs medication on a regular basis you may need to make special 
arrangements for this. As a general rule teachers should not be involved in the 
administration of medication to pupils. However, where a teacher must become involved 
the following procedure should be adhered to:- 
 
 

1. The teacher must obtain authorisation from the Board of Management to administer 
the medication. 
 

 
2. The parent(s) should write to the school management requesting permission for the 

teacher to administer the medication enclosing details of the procedure and 
indemnifying the teacher for same. This request must be in writing for school records. 
 

 
3. In cases where a child has a chronic illness the parents will be asked to fill out a 

Chronic Illness form which will give the school the necessary information on what to 
do in the event of a medical crisis with your child. 
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School Personnel 

 
 

Principal: Caroline Colleran 
 
Deputy Principal: Breda McAuliffe 
 
Junior Infants Teacher: Joan Kennedy 
 
Junior Infants Teacher: Eimear Grace 
 
Secretary: Amanda Nash (Mandy) 
 
 
 
 
l would like to take this final opportunity to welcome you all to this school and 
hope that you and your child have a very rewarding and fulfilling time with us 
in Scoil Bhríde National School. 
 

Caroline Colleran 
Principal 
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From the Scoil Bhríde, Straffan Community: 

We are looking forward to meeting you and your children and 

we hope that you will all feel very welcome here in Straffan. 

 
 

“Mol an óige, agus tiocfaidh sí” 
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Parent Notes 


